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THANK YOU  FOR LIFE!

OF LIFE



THE EOC  TODAY IS A

PLURAL REALITY:  A TREE

WITH SOME RIPE FRUITS

AND OTHERS THAT ARE

STILL UNRIPE.

THE EOC IS MANY THINGS BUT

ABOVE ALL,  IT IS L IFE BEING

GIVEN…

An inf in i te  thank you to each and every one of  you  because you
are here,  because th is  economy is  a l i v ing real i ty  thanks to you,
those who one day answered the cal l  to  bui ld  an economy of
communion and remained fa i thfu l  to  i t .  Smal l ,  f ragi le  and too
discreet  as  i t  may be,  i t  ex is ts ,  i t  i s  a l i ve ,  prophet ica l ly  test i fy ing
that  communion wi th in  the economy is  both poss ib le  and worth i t .
Thanks to your perseverance,  your generos i ty ,  your fa i th  and
f ide l i ty ,  others  can d iscover i t  today and commit  themselves  wi th us
to making room for  communion to grow in  bus inesses ,  un ivers i t ies ,
schools  and throughout  soc iety ,  in  the var ious aspects  of  the
economy and in  many parts  of  the wor ld .  We are immensely
gratefu l !

Our common hope on th is  anniversary i s  that  we cont inue to serve
and develop th is  economy of  communion wi th ever more
respons ib i l i ty ,  courage,  creat iv i ty  and prophecy .  In  order to grow
and spread,  i t  needs a l l  of  us ,  who l i ve  and bear wi tness  to i t  w i th
strength and radical i sm,  in  ever new and innovat ive ways ,  and who
know how to support  each other in  the inev i table cr ises  and tr ia ls
of  l i fe .

Let  us  remember that  wherever
there i s  someone who l i ves

according to the ir  sp ir i t ,  the whole
EoC is  present  and,  at  the same

t ime,  that  we are only  tru ly  an
economy of  communion together .

Let  us  keep moving forward
together !

EDITORIAL



Love i s  what  turns
us into a home  and

a community

ARGENTINA

Domus has pr inted the des ire of  some
Argent ine fami l ies  who,  l ike so many
others ,  wished to see the r ight  to own
their  own home real ized,  on i ts  wal l s ;  a
dream made poss ib le  thanks to the
part ic ipatory se l f-construct ion pro ject
of  hous ing,  launched in  the munic ipal i ty
of  L incoln (Argent ina)  in  2019.

Project  Domus  (L incoln)

To watch the DOMUS v ideo
you can c l ick on th is  icon or

scan the QR code.

With the he lp of  profess ionals ,  people of
a l l  ages have jo ined forces and tra ined
in the art  of  construct ion,  whi le
generat ing rec iproc i ty ,  c i t izensh ip and
fraternal  community .

25 fami l ies  are bui ld ing the ir  homes in  a ne ighborhood
in L incoln today,  another 30 fami l ies  wi l l  then do i t  in
Bragado  and another 30 in  9 de Jul io ,  two other c i t ies
in the region.

Amid so much EoC l i fe ,  today we want to start  shar ing smal l
samples that take us to d i f ferent parts  of  the world,  to both

large and smal ler real i t ies .  Stor ies that a l low us to experience
the spir i t  with which the Economy of  Communion is  experienced
today.  This  i s  the f irst  of  a ser ies of  news,  which we wi l l  share

with you that wi l l  show the most sal ient  features of  the EoC
today in d i f ferent aspects  (poverty ,  companies and culture)  and

in di f ferent parts  of  the world.
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The Domus Project (which means home in Latin) was born out of
the pain of many families who did not dare ask for a house
because they had never dreamed of one, opening the door to
mutual relationships, the construction of houses and personal
and social dignity.

https://youtu.be/tJfry9kxJjA


The administrative and financial training is part of the "Yaoundé Project", which seeks to
accompany the beneficiaries in their activities on both a technical and psychosocial level,
providing:
- Capacity building in the activities that the beneficiaries are already carrying out.
- Training for those who already have skills.
- "Training to improve" their activity.
The complete report of this project is available on this link.

Derrik ,  a  part ic ipant  in  the 
f inanc ia l  educat ion program

CAMEROON

Once in Yaoundé, they seek accommodation with
relatives or find precarious accommodation
together with other families. The project
participants run several small income-generating
businesses to address issues such as sustainability,
housing and tuition fees, in their 'new homes'. The
training has therefore mainly focused on internally
displaced persons (IDPs) who are already
hairdressers or barbers or already have sewing,
shoemaking or other practical skills.

To read more about th is
in i t iat ive you can c l ick on
this  icon or scan the QR

code.

I was attending university
but before finishing my

studies the crisis broke out.
I took out a loan to open a
barbershop. Now I would like to
have enough income to 
grow my business.

Yaoundé, the capital of Cameroon, is a
perfect place to experience the social
transformation that is taking place in the
country, with its many facets and
complexities; after the so-called
Anglophone crisis, the city found itself
hosting hundreds of thousands of
internally displaced people.
The crisis has led many to abandon not
only their homes and cities, but also their
occupations.

Financia l  educat ion for
internal ly  d isp laced persons

SPAIN - IVORY COAST

Through its partners, The AEoC (Association for an
Economy of Communion Spain) has collaborated with
the Association "Get up and walk" (Levántate y anda)
in various projects aimed at improving the living
conditions of the inhabitants of the city of Saguipleu,
in the Ivory Coast.

SAGUIPLEU water wel l

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AW9t1J114hfCqsBQrNENSMi9hmlJo-yE/view?usp=share_link
https://www.edc-online.org/en/home-en/news/18235-eoc-cameroon-training-of-internally-displaced-persons-continues.html


The political and social conflicts that have hit Myanmar hard have
aggravated the economic situation of thousands of families in the
country. The inequalities and shortcomings of the economic system
have become even more evident in the midst of the various crises.
Moved by this dramatic situation, some entrepreneurs and
adherents of the Economy of Communion in Korea have decided to
implement a project that aims to collaborate with the realities that
are experiencing difficulties in both countries: Atutu Myanmar (아뚜
뚜 미얀마) 프로젝트

They initially tried to send economic aid, but the government
continued to block the channels for it to arrive. Therefore, they
decided to import some local products, such as fabrics.

To read more about th is
in i t iat ive you can c l ick on
this  icon or scan the QR

code.

Among these projects, a 10,000-liter tank
was installed in Saguipleu and a water well
was started, thanks to which the entire
population will be able to have access to
drinking water in their homes. The well will
prevent many diseases and improve the
quality of life, especially for women and
children.

KOREA - MYANMAR

The fabrics are woven by the Kayan people, an ethnic minority of Myanmar. Once they
arrive in Korea, they are sold by "Aga Sewing", a cooperative made up of single mothers
who improve their economic situation by learning to sew various fabrics and to make
objects intended above all for children.

"Aga Sewing", which means "Sewing for Children" in
Korean, is a cooperative incubated by Korean
entrepreneurs looking to help mothers who are raising their
children on their own.
With their work, the proceeds from the sales are donated
to Myanmar through <Economy for All> Korea EoC.

Weave bonds of
communion

https://economiadecomunion.org/index.php/18-noticias/207-proyecto-con-la-asociacion-levantate-y-anda-pozos-y-depositos-de-agua-en-saguipleu


Loc.  Burchio snc,  50063 Fig l ine e
Inc isa Valdarno (FI )
info@edicspa.com

POLO LIONELLO BONFANTI

In  I ta ly ,  in  F lorence,  the Polo L ionel lo
Bonfant i  a ims to be a meeting place ,  a  p lace
for relat ionships  and inc lus ion . . .
The reopening of  the doors of  the Polo
L ionel lo  Bar -  managed internal ly  -
represented an important  commitment  by E.
d i  C.  SpA to recreate someth ings that ,  as  on
other occas ions ,  does not  wish to be a
"s imple bar" ,  but  a dynamic p lace for
re lat ionsh ips .

In  addi t ion to the coffee shop,  th is  innovat ive
space a ims to see the inc lus ion of  those that
are the most fragi le  and vulnerable  in  soc iety
through the inc lus ion of  a d isabled young
person in  the workforce.  Th is  has led to greater
synergy wi th soc ia l  serv ices  and the invo lvement
of  other people in  the rest  of  the Polo 's
act iv i t ies .  At  the moment ,  there are 3 young
people wi th d isabi l i t ies  work ing at  the Polo .

Many act iv i t ies  resumed in  2022.  Hal l s  and corr idors  were once again f i l led
with l i fe ,  organiz ing workshops,  corporate act iv i t ies ,  conferences ,  book
launches ,  hackathons,  lectures ,  etc .

ITALY

CUBA

Cuban entrepreneurs ,  
a s ign of  hope
In  Cuba,  the Economy of  Communion passes through
classrooms,  bus inesses and even TV and movie screens
thanks to documentar ies  that  te l l  the story  of  the var ious
projects  in  the area.  One of  these i s  EcoArte ,  where a group
of  women uni ted around the ir  pass ion for  sewing,  embroidery
and other manual  arts  wi th  the a im of  not  on ly  creat ing an
income,  but  a lso of  us ing the ir  free t ime in  a p leasant  way
and to create personal  re lat ionsh ips .



Furthermore, the EoC/EoF Hub has
promoted the formation of various
groups of entrepreneurs. A group of
them in El Caney are provided with
business management skills in the spirit
of The Economy of Francesco. Cooking,
sewing, handicraft and food
preservation courses, as well as fairs
and links between them, are organized
and food is provided to the poorest of
the village.

Cuba supports  entrepreneurs ,  not  on ly  in  order to br ing out  the ir  vocat ion
and turn i t  into real i ty ,  but  a lso to inst i l l  an entrepreneur ia l  s ty le  that
inc ludes the human value of  so l idar i ty ,  as  wel l  as  joy  and k indness .
Entrepreneurs are a s ign of  hope in today 's  Cuba .

POVERTY SEEN
THROUGH THE LENS
OF COMMUNION

OPLA

In order to keep the memory of Leo Andringa, who was among the first to
understand the delicate aspect of the process of distributing aid to the poor,
alive, the EoC has decided to name the newly established "Leo Andringa
Observatory on Poverty" (OPLA) based at the Polo Lionello Bonfanti, after him.

The fo l lowing art ic le  was recent ly  publ i shed by the OPLA team.

Francesco Tortore l la ,
Germán Jorge,

Maria Helena Fonseca,
Tainã Santana

«So that there may no longer be poor people among us», said Chiara Lubich on
the occasion of the launch of the Economy of Communion. In this sense, the EoC
immediately tried to implement various initiatives that could defeat vulnerability
right from the beginning. A series of different approaches have been adopted over
the years in order to do this, starting from different visions, up to being embodied
and realized in various forms in the world, in accordance with local culture.

To us ,  i t  seems that  what  the var ious approaches have in
common is  that  the EoC developed one of  i t s  spec i f ic

character is t ic  aspects  based on actual  l i ved exper ience:
communion.  «We do not  go to 'g ive th ings ' ,  but  to create

re lat ionsh ips  and foster  communion»,  says  an EoC operator
who works in  a d isadvantaged neighborhood in  h is  c i ty .

However,  when i t  comes down to i t ,  why communion?
How can we def ine what communion i s?

We have numerous conceptual izat ions that  have been
bui l t  into our narrat ive .



Per leggere l 'art ico lo
completo s i  può c l iccare su
questa icona o scans ionare

i l  codice QR.

We heard the fo l lowing explanat ion
from Brazi l :  «Why Communion? The
power of  human beings emerges
from meet ing others .  Hence,  to the
EoC communion means a cul ture of
encounter capable of  promoting,
both in l i fe  and as in the economy,
the connect ion between opportunity
and vulnerabi l i ty».
Together with other movements and organizations working in the f ield of f ighting
poverty, the Economy of Communion has helped the world to understand that
the phenomenon of poverty, expressed by economic vulnerabil ity, is a
multidimensional phenomenon. Economic vulnerabil ity, which often manifests
itself in situations of poverty, unworthiness and absolute scarcity, is the
reflection of different types of vulnerabil it ies that coexist or precede each other:
emotional, social,  relational, pol it ical and educational vulnerabil ity.

The Economy of  Communion was born wi th the a im of  eradicat ing poverty ;
hence,  i t s  act ion must  be complex and mult ip le .  The redistr ibut ion of
resources i s  a centra l  and important  point ,  but  i t  i s  ne i ther the f i rs t  nor the
centra l  one.  To overcome vu lnerabi l i ty  i t  i s  necessary to fee l  worthy ,  part  of
a larger community  and recognize onese l f  as  the subject  of  one 's  own
exis tence,  whi le  walk ing a longs ide other people .

This  i s  community ,  th is  i s  communion:  a
culture of  encounter in which l i fe ,
vulnerabi l i ty  and opportunity are al l
shared.  I t  i s  regenerat ing vulnerabi l i ty
through relat ionships .

On th is  bas is ,  in  recent  years  the EoC internat ional  community  has expressed
in var ious countr ies  the need to improve and strengthen our resource
management process  on a g lobal  scale ,  establ i sh ing a set  of  publ ic  cr i ter ia
access ib le  to a l l  that  a l low us to deepen and strengthen our abi l i ty  to  face
vulnerabi l i ty  in  our terr i tor ies ,  by shar ing d i f ferent  ways of  mutual ly
support ing each other .

Th is  year we started th is  process :  based on the study and consol idat ion of
our narrat ives ,  exper iences ,  research that  have a lready been carr ied out ,  the
models  pract iced by internat ional  cooperat ion organizat ions and the
technical  s tandards appl icable to th is  sector ,  we have begun the construct ion
of  a new global  process  of  management of  EoC resources .

https://www.edc-online.org/it/italiano/it-poverta/it-opla/18496-opla-la-poverta-attraverso-le-lenti-della-comunione.html


WITH THE ECONOMY OF COMMUNION
shar ing a table with the poor  

has  become shar ing work in companies

our home d in ing rooms have

become company off ices .

The f irst  g ift  is  always a g ift  of l ife :
communion that becomes the concrete

creat ion of opportunit ies  with and for

others .


